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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) Prooeoo A method f or Ae-cha npiTige or alteration of th e l ocal 
sharpness of a photographic image having a multitude of image elements^ inoluding th »^t^ 
e fcomorising: 

rp^.(spnmr\ f at least onc rcizion of the photoaraphic image> each such region c ntitalninp an 
imfl^ft r>f glHti , skv or vegetatiorL wherein the recognition is based at least on a chara cteristic 
color in the resp ective remon: 

determining a correction mask^ for change of the ahorpncso from imag e data r e pres e ta feiBg 
the imago to bo flhojpenod, whor o b y elements of the correction mask describing fe F4h&<:hanges 
of the-sharpness aad^or local shaipness <i eggnhe a Incal chnngo of the sharpn ea sto be made to 
respective corresponding image elements of the photographic image, c omprising: 

using information related the photographic image, including at least local contrast 
in the photographic image, to determine at least some of the elements of the corr ection mask: and 
wherein: 

the sharpness of at least some image elements in regions of the photographic 
image that contain images of skin or skv are to be decreased, according to infomiation related to 
the respective regions: and 

the sharpness of at least some image elements in regions of the photographic 
image that contain i ma ges of vegetation are to be increased, according iTi^""nation related to 
the respective regions: and 

applying the correction mask to the photographic tmag e uaing, in addition t ^' OH image 
prop e rt)^, information rolot e d to the imago for determination of tfao olcm eats. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Cunentty Amended) Proc e ss according t oT hc method of claim 1 , wherein xising 
information related the photographic imag e comprises using infomiation related to at least one of 
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color tone, color saturation and color contrast of at least one image element in the vicimtv of a target 
uY^ape eler nent to determine an element of the correction ma^k that cotresnonda to the target image 
element t fao additional infommtion is at l e ast ono loool imag e property which is resp o o t ivcly present 
locally in tfao vioinilj^ of the location and/or at the localiono to \yfaichthe elcmonts of tho oorrootion 
mojslc for th e chang e of tho aharpnos3 relate , 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) Process according to -Tlie method of claim vvherein usugjfte 
jaaaae-infomiatio D related the photographic ima&e comprises usmg4 s at least one of: 

information obtained firom an analysis of the photographic i mage-date and 
infoimation associated with the photographic i mag&^krta and avoilablo j neutinto lhe:a 
coirection proces s in addition to the image doto. 

7. (Currently Amended) Process according t oT he method of claim 1 , further comprisingirftte 
following st e ps 

carrying out an a nal yzin g aig of the photographic image fsiSto detennineaag if the 
photopraphic im age con tain s e nt infooBation to r e cognizo by analysis of th e imape to b e correct ed^ 
an image derived herefrom at least one characteristic image region which ho sh aviii^g a multitude of 
image elements : and 

assigmng a nominal image sharpness or a.nominal image sharpness range to at least one 
recoan i zed - d etermmcd c haracteristic unage region; and 

wherein dete rmininp the correction mask comprises determinj i^R frf; ^g^«g t some of the 
elements of the correction mask, such c arrying out the change by way of the oofrcotion mask for the 
obongo or local ohongo of tho ohflrpncaa oo t hat elements of the correction mask whifib -tfaatr elate to 
the-image elements which are includ e d in the at least one rccognized ^etemiined c haracteristic 
image region cause at least an approximation of the image sharpness to the assigned njominal image 
sharpness or the assigned nominal image sharpness range. 
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8. (Currently Amended) Pf oooss according t o The m^od of claim 7, induding tb »furfher 
cogtBrigmgrstej^-ef 

determining a degree of association on the basis of th e analyoia, l i vfaidi fixes th e d e gre e o f 
cLssooiation or the probabilit)^ of aggociation of an image element to a characteristic image region; 
an d wherein 

detennining the correction mask compiises determ ining at le ast some of t he elements of 
the correction mask based o oe hongo of th e imag e sharpn o s a or local imag e gharpn esfi4a 
consideration of the nominal image shaipness or the nominal image sharpness range as well as in 
oonaid e mtion of a nd t he degree of association assigned to of the respective image elements. 

9. (Currently Amended) Proooaa acoordlng t oT he method of claim 6, wherein; 

Ao - itnnge data for tli e imag e olomento feensing information related the photographic image 
comprises iising c olow values and image properties wbieUnclu^ng at least melude the b rightness 
and i^ae-coiour tone;; and wh e rein - fo rther comprising: 

th e analysis of th e irmgo data fo fAe-determinin gation of tiio image content information, 
indudos the st e ps of comprising: 

prmnHiTijT ^ppiprtrmf fc nt nilf* whirVi H e tffrmiTi ft ft w^j uehflggncmtm p at l e ast One Coloar 

valu e or colonf yalxios belong t ow ith at least one preselected characteristic coloiff value;:£Qd 
whoroby 

oach of tho pres e lect e d colour valu e s is as s i (> ne dQ SSOciatin|g a nominal image 
sharpness or a nominal image sharpness range with at least one preselected chaiacteris ric color 
value: and wherein: 

wh e r e by the determinlg gation of the correction mask for tiio alteration of th e imag e 
flhorpn e ss depending on th e imago information inclxides th e st e ps of caaryring ou l^dae 
dotormination of th e e lem e nts of the corrootion mask of tiie chango of tho imago ohorpn e ss 
d e p e nding c om prises detennining at least some of the elements of the correction mask based^o n: 
th e association of the colour valu es of imape elements of the photographic image 
that correspond to the respective elements of the correction mask and to ono of thcKit least on e 
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the preselected characteristic colow valu es associated with the color values of the respective 
image elements: , wh e r e by th e d e t e nnination in corried out in considoration o f and 

the nominal image sharpness or the nominal image sharpness range ^^ch is 
associated with the predetermined c haracteristic colottr valu e associated with the color values of 
the respecti ve image elements. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) PrQcess acootdinfi t o The method of claim 6, including #i e- f urtfaer 
comprising: 

Qtopo of parrying out -aH-anal yzings is-ef the photograniiic im age to be corrected or an image 
derived therefrom for feee^i2afig-a_transition$ between two_ image regions y4a#e -that each i ncludes 
a multitude of neighboring image elements^ and which w herein one of the image regions h avehas a 
different structureiH jg than the other image region: and wherein: 

vdieiebv the d eteiminin fisition e f the correction mask comprises dete rmininfy a t least some of 
the elements of the coirection mask for the chang e of th e imag e shaqMoco is carried out depending 
based ou whether or not the respective e lements relate to 4hd-a.transittons. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) Proc e ss according t oT he method of claim 6, wherein: 

tfao infommtion assign e d to the ima ge -using information related the photographic image 
comprises using data relateis^ to the position of arti&icts in the photographic image:? and 

wh e reby determining tiie coirection mask comprises detenamiip p, at langt «:fiTYig nf the 
elements of the correction mask for the chang e of th e imag e shaipnooo are determin e d d e p e nding 
based on whether or not Aey -the respective elements r elate to locations in the photographic i mage 
i^ere artifacts are present 

12. (Currently Amended) Proceafl acoordinfl t oT he metiiod of claim ai wherein dgtermining the 

correction magic gnmpriseflhar^ nn th a Inftnl cnntmr.t iTifnimfitinn i j gffirmiTiiTip a ha5te ma&k^lbgA^ 

ehflnge of th e sharpness is determin e d based on local contrast infomiation, Ae-elements of^w^i^the 
hagg mflgif hftin p-M» corrected based on fte-associated elements of an additional infomiation mask 
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for obtaining tfao oorrection mask for tho chongo of th e flhaipnesfl, th e additional 

infomiation mask -ia detmnined £roin tho additional i nfonnatio n related the photographic image , 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) ProcoQi} according t ol lie n^etfaod of claun 1 , fiirther c omprising-^ 
furth e r st e ps o^ : 

applying an image detail leduction process to the photographic i mage derta-to be sharpened^ 
g esuch that 4he-coaise image data reyulting therefrom represents a coarse image with less details 
than the photofiraphic i mage to be sharpened, whereby w herein t he coarse image includes a 
multitude of coarse image elements; 

on the basis of ^e-locaL contrast taformationa determining a co^e correction mask w^eh 
thai d escribes a correction of the image sharpness of the coarse image; jmd 

based on th e additiOH at-informatio n related the photographic image, correcting 4he-elements 
of the coarse correction mask;; whoroby a nd wherein 

determining t he correction mas k for th e change of tho image shorpn e ss corroQpondfl t e 
comprises using t he corrected coarse correction mask or is dotermined on the basis th e r e of , 

1 4. A Bdevice for dae-focussing of^ photographic image wife -that includes a multitude of 
image elements, comprisingi 

a recognition unit operative T^^f>ni7A at least one redon of the photographic image, each 
such regio i^ r^tfiitiinfy an imape of sldn, skv or vegetation, wherein the recognition is based at least 
on a characteristic color in the respective regioiu 

a correction mask determining unit operative to i »-detcrmineiBg a correction masks^ £af 
th e chang e of th e imago iiharpnesa from the imag e data w^hioh represent th e imag e to b e 
sharpened, whcrcb yw herein: 

#ie-elements of the correction mask fef^ edescribe changes of the4ffiage 
sharpness dooorib e th e local change of th e to be made to respective corresponding image.elemCTts 
of the photographic shorpn e ss image:? and 

for detcrojii i ing the elements of the correction ma ^W am det ermined o n the basis 
of an image propert y, including at least a local contrast and additional information relating to the 
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image , such that the sharpness of at least some image elements in regions of the photographic 
image that contain imaEes of skin or skv are to b e decreased according to information related to 
the respective legions: and the sharpness of at least some image ele ments in regions of the 
photographic image that contain images of vegetation are to be increased, according to 
information related to the respective regions. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) Prrfcmm frr h^^^r t ^ runin nr running on a GQmput(a- for An article of 
nianufacture, comprising: 

a computer readable medium storing computer instructions operable to cau$e a computer 
that pypfnitPR thft iTigtrjictLODS to ^ axTvdng ou t perfomi the p goeess according tomethod of claim 1. 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Cmxently Amended) feia^ TOproduction dovico^ comprising at looot one dervigc Goloeytod 
feom the groiq) of ^V fis d evice aeeo»iifig:toof claim 1 4 . further co mprising an image reproduction 
device 

a control unit which carri e s out tho process according to olaim 1, and 
a comput e r on which the progrom of oloim 16 is loaded o f^flMS. 

1 8. (Cunently Amended) fa iage reproduotioni he device according t e-of claim 1 7, ^n^idi 
iswherein the image reprodnction device is selected from the group consisting o f a photographic 
printer, a printer, a photolab, a mimlab, a monitor, and a computer with a,monitor. 

19-21. (Canceled) 
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